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Introlictin 



I think that some of the strangest looking animals 
in the world are reptiles. There are four groups of reptiles 
left In the world today; turtles and tortoises, snakes and 
lizards, crocodilian, and f all by itself, the tuatara. 


All reptiles are cold-blooded. This means that their body temperature is not constant 
but depends on the outside environment. Reptiles do not all look alike, but they all 
are covered with scales. Reptiles need air to breathe, 

If you do not already have one or more books with colorful pictures of reptiles, I 
recommend that you go to the library and take some out. (I’ve suggested a few of the 
more interesting ones at the back of this book.) This will give you a clearer picture of 
what each animal actually looks like before you attempt to make it. The books will 
also give you lots of entertaining and interesting information about these amazing 
creatures. 


Have a great time with the projects in this book. Join me 
in the fun of being “wild'' about reptiles. 






I 



Paper Plate Chameleon 


Wcrcis wliat you mb 

two paper plates 

yellow pipe cleaner, 12 inches (30 cm) long 

stapler 

scissors 

two cone-shaped party hats 
two doves 
white glue 

paintbrush and green and yellow poster paints 
newspaper to work on 
Styrofoam tray for drying 




Here is whatpida: 


Fold one paper ptate in half and 
staple it together at the top edge 
to hold the fold. This will be the body 
of the chameleon. 


/tq i Fold the 
W " second 
plate in half and 
cut a pie-shaped 
wedge from it, with the 


fold, the cut, and the fluted edge 
of the plate all about 3Vs inches 
(9 cm) long. This will be the head 
of the chameleon. Slide the 
folded piece partway over one 
end of the plate body and staple 
it in place so that the fold in the 
body forms an open mouth. 


Cut four 5-inch (12,5-cm) 
legs from the fluted edge of 
the second paper plate. Staple a 
leg on each side of the front of the 
chameleon behind the head. 
Staple the other two legs toward 
the back of the chameleon, 
one on each side. 























Dip the stems of two doves info glue 
and then slip them onto the top of the 
eye cones, A real chameleon has eyes that 
can actually swivel around to look in different 
directions. 


OA Dip the end of the yeliow pipe 
O * cleaner in the glue, then slide it 
partway into the mouth. Leave most of the 
pipe cleaner sticking out for the 
amazingly long tongue. 


You might want to make a smalt paper bug 
to glue on the tip of this hungry reptile's tongue 


Cut a long, curly tail from the center 
portion of the second paper plate. 
Staple the tail, curving down and under, 
between the folds at the back of the body. 


Cut a 1-inch (2.5-cm) tip from the end 
of each party hat for the cone-shaped 
eyes of the chameleon. Glue one on each 
side of the head. (You can paint the tip of a 
cone-shaped paper cup instead.) 


Paint the chameleon with 
green and yellow poster 
paint —or another color. 
Chameleons are known 
for their ability to change 
color to blend in with their 
surroundings. Decide 
where you are going to 
display your 
chameleon and paint it 
the same color 
as its background. 

Let the chameleon 









Head o( a Threatened Horned Toad 



Here is whal you need: 

old adult-size brown sock 
two tops with pull-up spouts 
bottles 

red pipe cleaners 
black permanent marker 
scissors 
masking tape 
rubber band 


Here is wfiat you do: 


from 


f—) Jj Use the black permanent marker to 
^ color the spouts of the two detergent 
bottle tops. Tape the two spouts together, 
side by side, to form the two eyes for the 
horned toad. Slip the eyes inside the sock 
foot and work one spout through each of the 
cuts in the toe end of the sock, The black 
spouts should now be sticking out of the 
sock to look like two eyes. 


dish detergent 


Cut the foot off the brown sock. 

Cut a Yz-inch (1 % -cm) slit across 
each side of the toe end of the sock. 













Cut two 4-inch (10-cm) pieces of red 
pipe cleaner. Pull both eye spouts out 
to open them all the way. Slide one piece of 
red pipe cleaner down into each eye cap. 
Reach inside the sock puppet and pull each 
pipe cleaner down into the sock until the end 
is level with the opening in the spout. Dot the 
tip of the pipe cleaner with the black marker. 


To use the puppet just put your hand inside and push on 
the ends of the two pipe cleaners to make them come out 
of the eyes like squirting blood. The pipe cleaners weaken 
very quickly with use. so if your horned toad is easily 
threatened, it would be a good idea to have extra red 
pipe cleaners on hand for reloading. 


A? A Cut 2-inch (5-cm) spikes around 
/ the cuff of the top piece of sock. Slide 
the spiky sock over the foot piece so that the 
spikes at the head end stick out past the 
eyes. Hold the spiky sock in place around 
the eye caps with a rubber band. Fold the 
cut spikes back over the rubber band so that 
they stick out around the eyes to resemble 
the head of the spiky little horned toad. 



























































Brawn Mole Puppet 



Here iswftat m neeil: 

old adult-size brown sock 
22-ounce plastic dish detergent bottle 
cereal box cardboard 
masking tape 

two brown pipe cleaners, 12 inches (30 cm) long 

small red balloon 

scissors 

sharp black marker 



The reddish throat sack of the male aiwle lizard 
appears when the lizard is threatened or when it 
to attract a female anole. 



Hereiswlatyoudo: 


Cut an 8-inch (20-cm) tail for the 
lizard from the cardboard. Turn the 
plastic bottle on its side. Tape the tail to the 
side of the bottle so that it sticks out beyond 
the bottom of the bottle. 


^ Pull the sock over the spout end of 
^ the bottle and down over the bottle 
and the tail, positioning the heel of the sock 
on the side of the bottle where the tail is 
taped, The toe stitching on the sock will 
form a mouth for the lizard at the spout 
end of the bottle. 

























Draw two eyes tor the lizard on masking 
tape. Cut out each eye and stick it in place 
above the mouth of the lizard. 


To use the puppet, just squeeze the bottle 
to inflate the red balloon. It will resemble the 
exposed throat sac of the male anole. 


/"*? ^ Poke one pipe cleaner into the front, bottom 
V 5 ^ side of the sock covering of the lizard. Pass it 
underneath the bottle, then out through the other side 
of the sock so that the two ends of the pi pe cleaners 
form the lizard's two front legs. Bend the ends of the 
pipe cleaner into little feet. Use the other pipe cleaner 
to make back legs in the same way. 


A ji Cut a 2-inch (5-cm) slit down from 
v 1 r the mouth. Work the spout of the 
bottle out through the slit. Open the spout, 
Pull the neck of the red balloon down over 
the spout, Pull the end of the sock 
back over the spout and balloon. 
















Gila Monster Finger Puppet 


Here is wliat you need: 

cardboard toilet-tissue tube 

□Id glove 

peppercorns 

two tiny wiggle eyes 

paintbrush and black poster paint 

pink nail polish 

white glue 

plastic margarine tub for mixing glue and paint 

pencil 

scissors 



newspaper to work on 



Styrofoam tray for drying 


Here is what you do: 


Turn the cardboard tube on its side. 
Use the pencil to sketch the head, 
body, and tail of the Gila monster lengthwise 
along the tube. Sketch the legs coming 
down and around from the body on the 
curved sides of the tube. Cut the lizard out. 






























(j Iris Cut a finger from the glove. Glue the 
Vj p finger underneath the lizard with the 
opening at the back. 




Mix one part glue to two parts 
black paint. Paint both sides of the 


lizard. Immediately sprinkle peppercorns 
all over the wet top and legs of the lizard 
to make the beaded skin. Make sure that 
the entire lizard is covered. Let the glue 
and paint dry. 





Glue two wiggle eyes on the head, 



Use the pink nail polish to make 
areas of pink beads on the lizard. 



Watch your fingers! It can 
be very difficult to pry open 
the jaws of a Gila monster. 
















Flying Iragon Glider 


Here is wliat you need: 


brown pipe cleaner, 12 inches (30 cm) long 

brown construction paper 

sheet of white paper 

paper basket-type coffee filter 

white glue 

cellophane tape 

masking tape 

plastic drinking straw 

scissors 


container to mix glue and paint 
brown poster paint 
paintbrush 
sharp black marker 
newspaper to work on 
Styrofoam tray for drying 

Mere is what you do: 


QD 


Draw the outline of a head, body, and 
tail on the brown paper. Make the 
lizard about 12 inches (30 cm) long overall. 
Cut out the lizard. 



Flatten the coffee filter and fold it in 
half. Glue the body in the center of the 
folded filter with the head sticking out at the 
flat side. The filter should now stick out on 
both sides to form the 'wings” of the lizard. 



Haps of skin over &\ t 
Hb 5 allow the flying, 
to Glide from branch 
to branch. 



p? A Mix one part glue to three 
r parts brown paint. Paint the 
lizard on both sides with the brown 
paint mixture. Let the project dry 
flat on a Styrofoam tray. The glue 
in the paint will stiffen the filter 
“wings" to give them the 
strength needed 
to glide. 

















a Cut the pipe 
cleaner in half. 

Glue one piece across the 
bottom front portion of the lizard to form the front legs. 
Secure the glued legs with masking tape. Glue the 
second piece of pipe cleaner across the bottom, back 
portion of the lizard in the same way. Wait until the glue 
has dried, then shape the legs and bend the ends to 
form feet. 


rl Cut a strip of white paper about 
v* 1 ^ 9 inches (23 cm) long and 1 Vz inches (4 cm) 
wide. Roll the strip around the straw. Use cellophane 
tape to hold the paper in the rolled position. The 
paper should slide on and off the straw easily. Fold 
the top open end of the paper into a triangle shape. 
Use tape to seal off the opening. Tape the rolled 
paper to the bottom of the lizard with the sealed end 
at the head, 





To use the puppet, 
just blow on the straw 
and watch your flying 
dragon glide through the air, 
























Licking Gecko 



Here is what you need: 


green construction paper 
pencil 

bubble wrap with small bubbles 
two flat buttons 


masking tape 
old red or pink glove 
white glue 
stapler 


scissors 


Here is what you do: 


Draw the outline of the top view 
of the gecko on the green paper. 
Cutout the outline. 


An \ Staple a piece of bubble wrap, flat 
v side down, over the lizard. Trim the 
bubble wrap to fit, then add more staples 
around the outside of the lizard to hold it in 
place. 



























Geckos come in a variety of colors 
and patterns. You might want to 
make your gecko a different color. 


/'? JS Glue the two buttons to the head of the lizard 
v 3 y for eyes. Put a piece of masking tape on the 
bubble wrap where you want to glue each eye. This 
will create an area the glue will stick to. 


Cut a finger from the glove to make a 
tongue for the puppet. Use masking 
tape to tape the open end of the tongue 
under one side of the head, You should 
place the tongue so that when you slip your 
finger in it, you can curl it up to lick the eyes 
of the gecko, When you have the tongue 
properly placed, use the stapler to secure it. 









Mere is what you need: 


five large brown paper grocery bags 
paper-towel tube 

paintbrush and white, pink, and black poster paint 
bubble wrap with small bubbles 
masking tape 
white glue 

news paper for stuffing and to work on 
black marker 
crinkle-cut scissors 


Here is what you do: 


Open two bags and stuff them 
almost to the top with crumpled 
newspaper, Slide the opening of one bag 
over the opening of the other and glue 
them together. This will be the body of the 
Komodo dragon. 


fa \ To make the head, use crinkie-cut 
scissors to cut the bottom out of a 
bag. Cut a triangle-shaped piece out of 
each side of the bag so that the opening 
looks like a mouth with sharp teeth. 

Slide the top of the bag over one end 
of the body and glue it in place. 


Cut the paper-towel tube 
in half and use one half to 
make a tongue, Cut a fork in one 
end of the tongue. Glue the other 
end in the bottom back of the 
mouth between the two bags. 


Bag Komodo Dragon 




























Slide the opening of an empty bag over the 
back of the body and glue it in place. 


/? To give the lizard a scaly look. 

V o / print the entire body using bubble 
wrap: Paint over a piece of 
wrap with black paint and 
print the bubble shapes on 
the lizard. Keep repainting 
the bubbles until you have 
printed the entire body. 







Flatten out the last bag. Fold the 
bottom of the bag into a point and glue it in 
place. Use masking tape to help hold the folds. This 
will be the tip of the tail. Glue the opening of the tail 
to the bottom of the last bag. The folded part of the 
tail should be facing down so that the top is smooth. 


Paint the inside of the mouth pale 
pink. Give the tongue a thick coating 
of white paint. Use the black marker to draw 
eyes on the top of the head and crouching 
legs on each side of the body. 





Real Komodo dragons can be up to 10 feet (3 m) long. 

If you want your dragon to be longer, just 
add more stuffed bags to its middle, 

















Foil and Tissue Glass Snake 


Here is what you need: 

aluminum foil 

black tissue paper of white tissue paper 
paintbrush and black, green, and white poster paint 
white glue 
scissors 

two peppercorns 
plastic margarine tub for mixing 
Styrofoam trays for drying 
newspaper to work on 

Here is what you iln: 




Tear off a strip of aluminum toil 18 
inches (46 cm) long, or more if you 
want your snake to be longer. Squeeze the 
sides of the foil together to make a long foil 
tube for the body of the snake. If the snake 
seems too thin, squeeze another layer of foil 
around the first layer. Round off the foil at one 
end for a head. Squeeze the foil into a point 
at the other end for the tail. 


jk Cut a long piece of tissue paper to fit 
v/ ^ around the snake. If your snake is vei 


fit 

If your snake is very 
long, you may need more than one piece. 
Shape the foil into the 
position you want 
your snake to be. 




























(j P|v If the snake is not already black, paint 
K2 * it black. Paint the underside a whitish 
color. Mix some white and green paint on a 
Styrofoam tray and dab tiny light green spots 
ail over the back of the snake. 


Glue two peppercorns to the head of 
the snake for eyes. 



Z''? A Mix one part water to two parts glue in the 
V margarine tub- Paint the entire snake with the 
watery glue. Working on a Styrofoam tray on news¬ 
papers, cover the snake with tissue paper. Paint the 
outside of the snake with more watery glue, being 
careful not to damage the tissue paper, tf you do tear 
the tissue, it is easily patched with more tissue, but try 
to keep the tissue skin as smooth 
as possible, just like a real 
glass snake. Let 
the project dry 
hard across a 
Styrofoam tray. 


















Shedding Snake 


Here is what you need: 

a long white sock, such as a woman’s knee sock 
red pipe cJeaner, 12 inches (30 cm) long 
black permanent marker 
white glue 
scissors 

paintbrush and green poster paint 

fiberfill 

rubber band 

old pair of paniyhose 

newspaper to work on 

Styrofoam tray for drying 



Here is what you do: 



f\ To make the snake, stuff the entire 
VI v sock with fiberfill. Close the open end 
of the sock with a rubber band. This will be 
the tail end of the snake. 


Paint the entire snake 
with green paint. 



























Use the marker to draw eyes on the 
head of the snake. You can draw eyes 
on the skin over the head f too. 


-A Cut off one leg of the pantyhose. 

^ V Starting at the tail of the snake, pull 
the stocking leg over the entire snake for the 
skin. Paint the stocking green while it is over 
the snake, and let it dry. 



a Fold the red pipe cleaner in half and 
twist it together with the ends spread 
slightly apart to make the forked tongue. Cut 
a tiny hoie in the toe end of the sock. Dip the 
folded end of the pipe cleaner in glue and 
stick it in the hole so that the tongue is 
sticking out of the head. 


To shed its skin, a snake will rub its head 
against something rough and continue 
rubbing until it slips totally out of the old skin 
Try this with your snake. 

















Cobra About to Strike 



Here is wliat you need: 

necktie in muted colors 
red paper scrap 
aluminum foil 
two peppercorns 
masking tape 
white glue 
scissors 

newspaper to work on 


Here is what you do: 


Tear off long pieces of aluminum foil 
and squeeze them into long strips. 
Squeeze the ends of the foil strips together 
until you have a single band the length of the 
necktie. Thread the foil band through the 
length of the tie. 


C?J 


The wide end of the tie will be the 
hooded head of the cobra. Wrap 
masking tape around the portion of the foil 
band that is exposed. 


Out a forked tongue for the snake from 
the red paper. Glue the tapewrapped foil 
to the underside of the tie with the tongue 
between the point of the tie and the taped foil. 
























(7 Glue two peppercorns at the pointed 
^3 ^ end of the tie above the tongue for eyes. 


The foil inside the tie will allow you 
to shape the snake into a striking 
position with the body curled and the 
head lifted up. Pretty scary! 












Bags Pylhoa 

Nereis wliat you need: 


several paper lunch bags 
red ribbon 

two bubbles cut from bubble wrap with large bubbles 
plastic berry basket 
two peppercorns 

newspaper for stuffing and to wort: on 
white glue 
scissors 
masking tape 

paintbrush and green and yellow poster paint 
Styrofoam trays for drying 

Here is what you do: 



A |\ Open one lunch bag and stuff it to the top 
\j 1/ with crumpled newspaper. Do the same 


with the second lunch 
bag. Rub glue around 
the edge of the open 
end of the second bag 
and glue it over the 
open rim of the first 
bag. 



C H jk Stuff a third bag. Rub glue around the 
' & bottom edge of one of the attached 
bags and glue the open end of the third bag 
to it. Continue adding stuffed bags until the 
snake is as long as you want it to be. 


Fold the bottom of a lunch bag into a 
point. Glue the folds in place and use 
masking tape to hold the fold. Slip the open 
end of this bag over the line of stuffed bags 
to form the tail of the snake. Glue in place. 































m 


(j /-a Paint the bag snake green and 
^3 * let it dry. Paint the bottom of a berry 
basket with yellow paint. Use the wet basket 
bottom to print scales over the entire green 
body of the snake, repainting the basket as 
necessary to print the entire snake. 


|j| cA Cut a tiny slit in the back of each 
V s ' large-bubble-wrap bubble. Slip a 
peppercorn eyeball into each and glue the 
bubble eyes to the head end of the snake. 


([ “St Cut a piece of red ribbon 9 inches 
^ ° * (23 cm) long, Cut a fork in one end 
of the ribbon. Glue the other end under 
the front bag of the snake to look like a 
tongue slicking out of its mouth. 


Pythons are the longest snakes in the world 
How long is your python? 








Annoyed Rattlesnake Rattle 



Here is wliatyou wed: 

cardboard wrapping-paper tube, 1 inch (2.5 cm) in 
diameter 
pair of pantyhose 

black pipe cleaner, 12 inches (5 cm) long 
paintbrush and black, white, and brown poster paint 
plastic film canister with lid 
rice 

newspaper to work on 
Styrofoam trays for drying 

Hereiswlatyouite: 



Put some rice in the film canister and 
snap the lid on. This will be the rattle 
forth© snake. 




fry Jfc Cut both legs off the pantyhose. Slide 
's one leg over the length of the 
cardboard tube. Puli the stocking tight over 
the tube and knot the open end to hold it in 
place. Put the rattle in the excess stocking at 


the knotted end and knot the open end of the 
stocking again to hold the rattle in place. 
Make the rattle sit at a slight angle to 
the end of the tube. 




















/*? A Slide the second slocking over the tube, 
r starting at the end with the rattle. Pull it tight 
over the tube snake and knot the opening closed 
at the other end, placing a folded black pipe 
cleaner in the knot. Twist the two ends of the pipe 
cleaner together, then spread the two ends 
slightly to make a forked longue for the 
snake. Trim the extra stocking from the 
knot, then slide the knot to the 
underside of the snake. 


$ inS Paint the snake brown, then dab 
^ black and white paint over the body. 
Paint two black eyes at the head end. 



Shake the snake to hear it rattle. 
















Designer Snake 


Hem Is wlurt ynu m?BJ: 

fifteen or more empty thread spools of the same size 
masking tape 

three or more red pipe cleaners 
white glue 

paintbrush and poster paints 
two sequins 

lots of different ribbons and trims 
Styrofoam trays for drying 
newspaper to work on 


Here is what you do; 

A ft If the spools are plastic instead of 
n) V wood, you will need to wrap them 
with masking tape to create a surface the 
paint and glue wilt stick to. 





C n k Bend the ends of two pipe cleaners 
f a together to make one long pipe 
cleaner strip. If you want a snake longer than 
this, just add one or more pipe cleaners. 
String a spool to the end of the pipe cleaner 
strip. Bend the end of the pipe cleaner over 
the end of the spool and use masking tape 
to hold it in place. 



















-A Continue to thread spools on 
^ ' the pipe cleaner strip until the 
snake is the length you wish it to be. 
Leave about 2 inches (5 cm) of pipe 
cleaner sticking out the end of the last 
spool. Slide another piece of pipe 
cleaner in the spool hole next to it and 
twist the two together with the ends 
slightly spread to make a forked 
tongue. 


fji% Decorate spool sect ions of the snake 
^ ^ by using paints, trims, or both. You 
could make your snake look like a real snake 
or design a wild one of your own. 


f L 1 Paint over the masking tape at 
™ v the head of the snake and over 
the masking tape at the end of the 
snake. Glue two sequins to the head 
above the tongue for eyes. 


Does your snake have the 
coloring of a real snake, or is it 
definitely an original design? 


















*Wf 



Hissing Tuatara 


Here is what you neei: 

empty soda can, washed and dried completely 

a tablespoon of sand 

aluminum foil 

masking tape 

two cats'-eye marbles 

brown tissue paper 

white glue 

plastic margarine tub for mixing 
Styrofoam tray for drying 
newspaper to work on 


Here is what you do: 



Put about a tablespoon of sand into 
the soda can. Seal the opening of the 
can with masking tape. 


Jbg jl Tear off a piece of aluminum foil 
v " 2 feet (61 cm) long. Wrap the foil 
around the can with about 4 inches (10 cm) 
of the foil sticking out from the top of the can 
to shape into a head. Sq ueeze the excess 
foil sticking out from the bottom of the can 
into a band that comes to a point for the tail 
of the tuatara. 



The tuatara is the or 
jof-reptile^ the 


member of iU~ 

rest of W Hich died out 

* a $ c - That is why 


the tuatara. 

is called a ~ 

"Jiving 


Tear off another piece of foil about 
6 inches (15 cm) long. Squeeze the foil 
into a strip for the front legs and feet of the 
tuatara. Shape five clawed toes at the end of 
each foot. Repeat to make the back legs. 
















* 



a Bend the two sets of legs over the 
back of the tuatara so that there are 
front and back feet on each side Use 
masking tape to hold the leg strips in place. 



/I ,4 Pinch a crest up from the foil on the 
r back of the tuatara, starting behind 
the head and running down the back to the 
end of the tail. 


/7 is Mix two parts glue with one part water 
n ° J/ in a margarine tub. Dip pieces of brown 
tissue into the watery glue and use them to 
cover the entire tuatara. Push the foil claws 
through the tissue to make them stand out. 



Use your fingers to push an eye 
socket into the foil on each side of the 
head. Glue a small piece of masking 
tape into each socket and onto each 
marble to create better gluing 
surfaces. Glue a marble in each 
hole for eyes. 









Ornate Box Turtle Wall Hanging 


Hereismrtiat you need: 

9-inch (23-cm) paper plate 
three cardboard egg cartons 
cereal box cardboard 
black marker 
white glue 

twenty pieces of elbow macaroni 

paintbrush and green, brown, and yellow poster paint 

scissors 

two small dried peas or lentils 
hole punch 
yellow yarn 
newspaper to work on 
Styrofoam tray for drying 


Here is what you do: 


h Trace around the paper plate on the 
V cardboard for the bottom shell of the 
turtle. Draw a head, legs, and a tail on the 
sides of the shell. Cut the turtle shape out. 



From the bottoms of about 25 egg 
cups, cut pieces that are Ya inch (1.25 
cm) high. You will need enough to cover the 
entire shell of the turtle. 






















i' v £ A Glue the paper plate, eating side 
^ ' down, over the shell portion of the 
turtle outline to form the top shell. Cover the 
shell with a thick layer of glue, then cover the 
glue with the egg cups, glued bottom side 
up. Let the glue dry, 



Paint the entire top of the turtle green 
or brown with dabs of yellow on the 
shell portion. 



Glue five macaroni claws on each 
foot. Glue two dried peas or lentils on 
the head for eyes. 


ff ^ Punch a hole on the side of each front 
’ Q * leg toward the head. Cut a piece of 
yellow yarn 2 feet (61 cm) long. String one 
end of the yarn through the back of each 
hole and tie the ends together to make a 
hanger. 



Find a wall or door for your turtle to hang out on, 
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In ant Out Red-eared Terrapin 


Here is what ynu need: 

small paper bowl 

cereal box cardboard 

four wooden ice-cream spoons 

two craft sticks 

small sliding matchbox 

masking tape 

scissors 

stapler 

a tew strands of dry spaghetti 
black marker 

paintbrush and brown, yellow, and red poster paint 
white glue 

newspaper to work on 
Styrofoam tray for drying 

Here Is what you do: 


A [\ Trace around the rim of the bow! on 
M V the cardboard, Cut out the circle. The 
upside-down bowl will be the top shell of the 
turtle, and the cardboard circle will be the 
bottom shell 


0 * 


Glue the four wooden spoons to the 
print side of the cardboard circle so 
that they stick out for the legs of the turtle, 
Glue the craft stick on the edge of the circle 
so that it sticks out for the tail. Use masking 
tape to help secure the glued sticks. 



circle so that the legs and tail stick 
out from the sides. 


























Paint the entire turtle brown, then dab some yellow on 
the shell. Slide the inner box out of the matchbox 
and paint the short sides and bottom brown with dabs of 
yellow. Paint the two long sides red for the band of color on 
each side of the terrapin’s head. Let the project dry. 


This red-eared terrapin 
can move its head in and 
out of its shell just like a 


(foi) Cut a s,iit alor, 9 the bottorn one of 

■ * the short sides of the inner box. Slide 

the end of a craft stick into the slit and glue it 
to the bottom of the box. Use masking tape 
to hold it in place. 


/U a Slide the inner box, stick first, into 
v jj the outer box under the shell so that 
the stick is hidden under the turtle. By pushing 
and pulling on the stick, you can make the 
turtle's head go in and out Use a black marker 
to draw eyes on the turtle head. 


o A Break off tiny pieces of spaghetti and 
O glue five to the end of each leg forclaws. 


Glue the outer box of the matchbox on the bottom edge 
of the turtle where the head should come out. Use 

masking tape to hold it in place while the 
glue dries. 


real one can. 





^vTV. fr*. 



























Alligator Snapping Ihrtle Puppet 



j ^ alligator snapping turtle 

| appendage in the bottom of i 
rit^i " 

between 

powerful jaws. ’*'—^|§j 


Here is what you need: 


f*? A Cut the foot off the second sock, 
v r Flatten the foot portion so that the 
bottom of the sock is underneath. Cut the 
foot into four equal pieces for the legs of 
the turtle. 


Here is what you do: 


Ask an adult to cut a slit across 
an old tennis bail using a 
sharp knife. Put the ball, cut end first, 
down in the toe of one of the socks. 
This will be the head of the alligator 
turtle. Push the end of the sock into 
the slit in the tennis ball to form a 
mouth for the turtle. 


Cut the cuff end of the long 
sock that the head is in into 
a poi nt to form the tail of the turtle. 


four 9-inch (23-cm) paper plates 
two long white socks 
elbow macaroni 


two flat black buttons 


stapler 
white glue 
scissors 


old tennis ball 

piece of pink or red pipe cleaner 
paintbrush and brown, white, and red poster paint 
old glove 

two small wiggle eyes 
newspaper to work on 



































(J Arrange the legs on the rim of the eating side of a 
kj * paper plate Set another plate, eating side up, on top of 
the first plate and staple the plates together at the legs to hold 
them in place- This will be the bottom shell of the turtle. 


A eA Staple two more plates 
r together to make the top 
shell. Staple the plates, bottom side 
up, on each side of the bottom shell so 
that you can fit your hand and arm in 
between the top and bottom shells. 


Paint the top and 
bottom shells and 
the legs brown. Paint 
the head and the tail 
of the turtle brown. 

Paint the inside of 
the turtle's mouth a 
reddish pink color, 

Use the white paint to 
lighten the red paint a 
little. 


Glue five macaroni claws on the end 
of each leg. 












( 




the wormlike appendage. Glue the buttons 
above the mouth to make eyes. Slide the 
head between the top and bottom shells so 
that the head sticks out one end and the tail 
outthe other end. 


Make a tiny fish tor the turtle to catch 
by cutting a finger from an old glove 
and gluing two wiggle eyes on the tip. 


To use your alligator snapping 
turtle, place your hand into the 
head sock and put your fingers 
on each side of the cut tennis 
ball. By squeezing the ball on 
each side, the mouth of the turtle 
will open and the appendage 
will wiggle. Put the fish on a 
finger of your other hand, and 
show how the turtle 


catches dinner. 



















Tiiv Turtle Necklace 


Turn the turtle over and glue two 
tiny wiggle eyes to the head. 


When the glue has 
dried, this chelonian will 
be ready to wear. Of 
course, most people will 
just want to call it a turtle. 


Here is what you need: 

three cotton swabs 
two Liny wiggle eyes 
green plastic bottle cap 
white glue 

paintbrush and green and black poster paint 

yellow yarn 

scissors 

Styrofoam tray to work on 


Here is what yen do: 


Cut a 1 -inch (2.5-cm) piece off both 
ends of all three cotton swabs. 


Paint the pieces green, with a dab of 
black paint on the tip of each one, 


Turn the bottle cap upside down and 
fill it with glue. Arrange the stick ends 
of the swabs around the inside of the glue- 
filled lid so that the cotton ends stick out 
around the lid to form the four legs, the head, 
and the tail of the turtle. 


{? Pi) Cut a piece of yarn 2 feet {61 cm} long 
vJ & for a hanger for the necklace. Put the 
two ends of the yam in the glue on each side 
of the turtle head Let the glue dry 
completely. This could take two or three 
days. 





















Mother Crocodile 


Here is what you need: 

long cardboard gift-wrap tube about 1’/a inches 
(4 cm) across 

cardboard paper-towel tube 

cereal box cardboard 

two cotton balls 

masking tape 

dark color paper scrap 

white glue 

scissors 

crinkle-cut scissors 

paintbrush and red, white, brown, and green poster 
paint 

newspaper to work on 


Here iswliatyoudo: 


O ft Cut a slit halfway up the paper- 
v towel tube. Wrap the cut end of 
the tube around itself to form a pointed 
tail. Hold the wrapped tube in place 
with masking tape. Glue the uncut end 
of the tube into one end of the longer 
tube, which will form the crocodile's 


body and head. Use crinkle-cut 
scissors to cut a mouth for the crocodile 
from the head end of the wrapping- 
paper tube. Cut a jagged slit about 8 
inches (20 cm) long out of each side to 
look like an open mouth full of teeth. 




While the crocodile is a dangerous and easily 
angered animal, it is a remarkably good 












































V Cut four legs from the cardboard. Glue 
two on each side of the body portion of 
the crocodile. Use masking tape to help hold 
them in place 




If you wish to make your crocodile 
look scaly, you can cover the body with 
torn pieces of masking tape. 


Paint the inside of the mouth red, the 
teeth white, and the rest of the crocodile 
a green and brown color, 


You might want to color and cut out 
some baby crocodiles to ride around 
in your mother crocodile's mouth. 


Glue two cotton balls above the cut jaws 
of the crocodile for eyes. Cut pupils from 
scrap paper and glue them in place. 































Clothespin Alligator 


Here is what you need: 

three spring-type wooden clothespins 
pipe cleaner, 6 inches (15 cm) long 
two farge wiggle eyes 

paintbrush and yellow and green poster paint 

white glue 

scissors 

newspaper to work on 


Here is what you da: 



Hold one clothespin open. Pinch a 
second clothespin over the top of the 
open clothespin and glue it in place. This 
will be the head of the alligator, and the first 
clothespin will be the body. 


— j prmuencea py 

the temperature of the nest. This is called TSD 
[temperature-dependent sex determination). 



k To make the tail, attach the third 
^ clothespin to the back top of the first 
clothespin and glue it in place. 






































Cut the pipe clearer into two pieces. 
Slide one piece through the body 
clothespin toward the front to form front legs 
on each side. Bend the legs down and bend 
the ends forward to shape feet. Slide the 
second piece of pipe cleaner between the 
top end of the body clothespin and the tail 
for back legs. Shape legs and feet as you 
did with the front legs. 


Paint the inside of the alligator's 


mouth pale yellow. Paint the rest of 
the alligator, including the legs, green. 

Glue a wiggle eye to each side of the 
alligator's head. 


Don't worry about the open 
mouth. That is how an alligator 
cools off, 
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